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1. Introduction
The death of someone in the family or a friend is a time of great stress 
and emotion.

Often people are not familiar with what to do, either from a religious 
point of view or in terms of the practical steps that need to be 
completed to bury one’s loved ones.

This booklet is intended to address the above needs.  

The practical steps that are covered relate to the paperwork which 
needs to be completed to meet legal requirements and to organizing 
the funeral itself.

If one is unsure of any aspect, your local Mosque and Gardens of Peace 
are always available to help and consult.

It is Sunnah, on hearing of the death of a fellow Muslim, to recite the 
following brief prayer:

Before funeral arrangements can be made, the death needs to be 
registered at the local Register Office and the appropriate paperwork 
issued for the burial to take place. 

Translation: 

Indeed to Allãh S do we belong and to Him we shall return.
(Sũrah alBaqarah 156, Sahĩh Muslim 918)
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2. Register the death
Register the death within 5 days (8 days in Scotland) - this includes 
weekends and bank holidays.

Before you can register the death, you’ll need either:
a medical certificate - ask the GP or hospital doctor
permission from the coroner that you can register the death -
if the death was reported to a coroner (Procurator Fiscal in Scotland)

You will receive a ‘certificate for a burial’ to give to the funeral director / 
cemetery. You must hand over the certificate before the funeral can 
take place.

Register Office

You can go to any register office but if you use the one in the area 
where the person died, you’ll be given the documents you will need on 
the day.

If you use a different register office the documents will be sent to the 
office in the area where the person died before they are issued to you. 
This means you will usually wait a few days. This is not recommended as 
it will unnecessarily delay the funeral, which is against the Sunnah.

Registering the death will take about 30 minutes - you might need to 
make an appointment. Where an appointment system is in place, turn 
up at the Register office and explain the need to obtain a burial order 
urgently for faith reasons.

Who should register the death

A relative should register the death.

If a relative can’t register the death, you can do it if you:
were there at the time of death
are an administrator from the hospital (if the person died in hospital)
are in charge of making funeral arrangements
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What you need to do at the Register Office

Take the medical certificate showing the cause of death (signed by a 
doctor) with you.

If available (but don’t worry if not), also take the person’s:
birth certificate
Council Tax bill
driving licence
marriage or civil partnership certificate
NHS medical card
passport
proof of address (e.g. utility bill)

You’ll need to tell the Registrar:
the person’s full name at the time of death
any names previously used, e.g. maiden name
the person’s date and place of birth
their last address
their occupation
the full name, date of birth and occupation of a surviving or late 
spouse or civil partner
whether they were getting a State Pension or any other benefits

You should also take supporting documents that show your name and 
address (e.g. a utility bill) but you can still register a death without them.

Documents you’ll get from the registrar

When you register a death you’ll get:
a Certificate for Burial (the ‘green form’) - gives permission for burial
a Certificate of Registration of Death (form BD8) - you may need to fill 
this out and return it if the person was getting a State Pension or 
benefits (the form will come with a pre-paid envelope, so you know 
where to send it)

You can buy extra death certificates - these will be needed for sorting 
out the person’s affairs - 10 is usually a good starting point.
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3. Expected death
If the death was expected, contact the doctor who attended the 
deceased during their final illness.  

If the doctor can certify the cause of death, he/she will give you the 
following:
 

A Formal Notice that states that the doctor has signed the Medical 
Certificate and tells you how to get the death registered.
A Medical Certificate that shows the cause of death (this is free of 
charge and will be in a sealed envelope addressed to the Registrar of 
Deaths).

If the doctor treating the deceased had not seen him/her either after 
the death or within 14 days before the death, the death must be 
reported to the Coroner, as explained later in section 6 of this guide.

See later sections in this guide on what to do next.

4. Expected death in hospital
If the death occurs in hospital, the hospital staff will contact the person 
named by the deceased as next of kin.  

If close family or friends are in hospital, it is important that you make 
sure that hospital staff are aware of and have recorded details of the 
next of kin in case of emergency.

A doctor will issue a Formal Notice and Medical Certificate, as in 3, 
above.  See later sections in this guide on what to do next.

The hospital will keep the body in the hospital mortuary until the next 
of kin arranges for it to be taken away.  Please note that the hospital will 
not normally release the body until the Certificate for Burial (Green 
Form) is obtained from the Registrar of Deaths.  The process for 
obtaining the Green Form is explained below in section 13 of this guide.
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Hospital staff will also arrange for the next of kin to collect the 
deceased's possessions.

If you are asked for permission to do a post-mortem then please do 
not agree to this.  As it is an expected death, doctors will only ask for 
research purposes. Islãm does not permit post-mortems if they are 
not required by the law.

New Medical Examiner System

As of 1st April 2019, all deaths that occur in a hospital will need to be 
referred to a Medical Examiner who will be based at the hospital. The 
Medical Examiner will be required to come to an agreement with the 
consultant on the cause of death. The Medical Cause of Death 
Certificate will require the Medical Examiner’s signature. It will be the 
decision of the Medical Examiner whether to refer the case to the 
coroner. 

Currently this is a non-statutory requirement, but several hospitals 
around the country have already implemented this system which is 
expected to become statutory by April 2021.
 
At the present time this system only applies to hospital deaths but 
there are plans for it to be used for all deaths. 

This additional layer may result in delays and arrangements for 
out-of-hours have not been catered for, as of yet. Gardens of Peace are 
lobbying and working with the relevant government departments to 
ensure that the new system will not add an additional burden on the 
bereaved families. 

Gardens of Peace is part of the Medical Examiner National Training 
programme where faith requirements are highlighted.
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5. Unexpected death
Unexpected death in a Hospital will be referred to the Coroner. 
Unexpected death at Home should in the first instance be reported to 
the Police who will then report to the Coroners Office, unless a GP is 
present and willing to issue Medical Cause of Death (MCCD) also known 
as the Medical Certificate.

If you discover a body or the death is sudden or unexpected, you 
should contact the following people:

The family doctor. 
The deceased's next of kin. 
The local Mosque. 

If necessary, the Police will help find the people listed above. 

If the cause of death is quite clear the doctor will be able to certify the 
cause of death and he/she will give you the following:

A Formal Notice that states that a doctor has signed the Medical 
Certificate and tells you how the death can be registered.

A Medical Certificate that shows the cause of death (this is free of 
charge and will be given in a sealed envelope addressed to the 
Registrar of Deaths).

If the doctor treating the deceased had not seen him or her either after 
the death or within 14 days before the death, the death must be 
reported to the Coroner by the GP or police as explained in the next 
section of this guide.

Note: Many GP surgeries do not operate at weekends and this may 
result in delays in obtaining the Medical Cause of Death. Our strong 
advice is that you should always be mindful of the out-of-hour’s 
provision for your GP surgery. 
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6. Unexpected death - Reporting to the coroner
The Coroner is a doctor or lawyer responsible for investigating deaths.  

A doctor may report the death to the Coroner if the: 
cause of death is unknown
death was violent or unnatural
death was sudden and unexplained
person who died was not visited by a medical practitioner during 
their final illness
Medical Certificate is not available
person who died was not seen by the doctor who signed the medical 
certificate within 14 days before death or after they died
death occurred during an operation or before the person came out of 
anaesthetic
Medical Certificate suggests the death may have been caused by an 
industrial disease or industrial poisoning

The coroner may decide after discussing with the GP or Hospital Doctor 
that the cause of death can be agreed. In this case:

1. The doctor signs a Medical Certificate.

2. You take the Medical Certificate to the registrar.

3. The coroner also issues a certificate to the registrar stating a      
     post-mortem is not needed.

The coroner may decide a post-mortem is needed to find out how the 
person died. This can be done either in a hospital or mortuary.

Where there is a post mortem required, the guideline from the Chief 
Coroner is that in certain circumstances local coroners should consider 
the families wishes and support a non-invasive Post mortem (CT or MRI 
Scan). They should enquire with the relevant coroner if this is possible. See 
Chief Coroner Guidance No.1 - The Use of Post-Mortem Imaging (Adults). 

For people who live in London, there are currently two options: one at 
John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford and the other is at Whittington Hospital 
in London. Other centres are planned, see our web site for updates.
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Please bear in mind that the cost of the non-invasive Post Mortem will 
have to be borne by the family and could be up to £1,000 * including 
transportation. There is a small chance that the non-invasive Post 
Mortem could be in-conclusive, and an Invasive Post Mortem would still 
be necessary. This whole process could potentially cause a delay in the 
burial.

*The cost stated is approximate as at December 2019 and is subject to change and should be 
checked and confirmed.

7. Unexpected death - coroner's post-mortem
You cannot object to a Coroner’s post-mortem - but if you’ve asked the 
coroner must tell you (and the person’s GP) when and where the 
examination will take place.

Although the consent of relatives is not needed, they are entitled to be 
represented at the examination.  When relatives have told the Coroner, 
they wish to be represented, the Coroner will, if at all practical, tell them 
when and where the examination will be.

After the post-mortem

The coroner will release the body for funeral once they have completed 
the post-mortem examinations and no further examinations are needed.

If the body is released with no inquest, the coroner will send a Pink Form 
(Form 100B) to the registrar stating the cause of death.

The Coroner usually sends the form directly to the Registrar of Deaths 
but may give it to you to deliver.
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8. Unexpected death
A coroner must hold an inquest if the cause of death is still unknown 
after post-mortem examination or if the person:

possibly died a violent or unnatural death
died due to an industrial disease
died in prison or police custody

An inquest is an enquiry into the medical cause and circumstances of a 
death.  It is held in public, sometimes with a jury.  It is up to the Coroner 
how to organise the enquiry in a way which best serves the public 
interest and the interests of the relatives.

You cannot register the death until after the inquest. The coroner is 
responsible for sending the relevant paperwork to the registrar.

The Coroner may give you an Order for Burial (Form 101) so that the 
funeral can take place and can also issue an Interim Cause of Death.

This may be done before the inquest is completed, provided the body is 
not required for further examination.

The Coroner will also send a Certificate After Inquest (Form 99 [rev]), 
stating the cause of death, to the Registrar of Deaths. This allows the 
death to be registered. 
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9. Stillborn babies 
 
If a baby is stillborn (born dead after 24 weeks of pregnancy) you will be 
given a Medical Certificate of Stillbirth signed by the midwife or doctor, 
which should be given to the Registrar of Deaths.

If no doctor or midwife was present and no doctor or midwife 
examined the body, you will not be given a Medical Certificate of 
Stillbirth.  You must however sign a form (Form 35) which the Registrar 
of Deaths will give to you when you go to register the death.

If a baby is stillborn before 24 weeks of pregnancy it is treated as a 
“non-viable foetus”.  You will be given a form by the midwife or doctor 
recording the details of the non-viable foetus.  

You do not need to register the death of a non-viable foetus with the 
Registrar of Deaths; no other paperwork is involved.

The hospital will ask whether the family will take care of the disposal of 
the foetus or stillborn remains or whether the hospital should do so. In 
every circumstance, please ensure that you opt for carrying out the 
arrangements yourself. See below for the Islamic perspective.

Islãmic perspective: 

Appendix A includes a table that explains the requirements regarding 
the funeral of a foetus and stillborn.
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In Islãm a foetus is defined as a 
morsel of flesh / blood / water if 
less than 120 days inside a mother's 
womb.  It becomes human after 
120 days (17 weeks + 1 day). 

A birth given after 120 days of 
pregnancy that is stillborn should 
be given a name. If it is difficult to 
determine the sex of the child, 
then a neutral name suitable for 
both boys and girls should be given.

Both a foetus and stillborn must 
be buried. It is important that you 
do this promptly, especially for 
“non-viable foetuses”, because if 
you do not then the hospital will 
make arrangements for disposal / 
burial in a multi-faith mass grave 
and your baby will be denied a 
Muslim burial.
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10. Organ donation
In Islãm, there are different schools of thought regarding organ 
donation. Consult the ‘Ulamã (scholars) you are happy with and act 
according to their ruling.

The National Health Service (NHS) has a web page dedicated to the 
Islãmic perspective on organ donation which could also be discussed 
with your chosen ‘Ulamã before making a decision.

The ‘opt out’ system

The law around organ donation is changing in England. Once the new 
system comes into effect and if you have not expressed your decision to 
opt out of organ donation and are not in an excluded group, it will be 
considered that you consent to donate your organs. This is commonly 
referred to as an ‘opt out’ system.

When will the ‘opt out’ system start?

The ‘opt out’ system will come into effect in spring 2020. The exact date 
of when the new system will be implemented has not yet been 
confirmed by Government.

The opt out option

If you don’t want to donate, simply record your decision on the NHS 
Organ Donor Register online (as link below) or call the contact centre 
on 0300 1232323.

https://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/helping-you-to-decide/about-your-choices/

Will the NHS still ask my family’s permission?

Yes, families will still be consulted before organ donation goes ahead.
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The paperwork needed for burial is shown in bold above.  

Details on the registration process for burial are given on the next page.

11. Summary of paperwork needed for burial

Doctor/Coroner gives:Type of death: Registrar gives:

Expected death and 
unexpected death not 
referred to Coroner

Unexpected death 
referred to Coroner

Stillbirth below 24th 
week of pregnancy

Stillbirth in the 24th 
or higher week of 
pregnancy

Formal Notice and 
Medical Certificate on 
Cause of Death

Form 100 (Pink Form) 

or 

Form 101, Order 
for Burial

NVF Form (Non-Viable 
Foetus Form) giving 
details of stillbirth

Medical Certificate of 
Stillbirth

Certificate for Burial 
(Green Form)

Certificate for Burial 
(Green Form) if Form 100 given. 

Nothing further needed for 
burial if Form 101 given

Nothing further needed for 
burial

Certificate of Registration 
of Stillbirth
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12. How a death is registered 
To avoid delay, the death must be registered by the Registrar of Deaths 
for the sub-district in which the death occurred.  

You can find the address in the phone book under REGISTRATION OF 
BIRTHS, DEATHS & MARRIAGES; from the doctor, local council, post 
office or police station. 

You should go to the Registrar as soon as possible if you need the 
Certificate for Burial or the Certificate of Registration of Stillbirth shown 
above.

Please note that the Registrar is not normally available during 
weekends and bank holidays but can usually be contacted at certain 
times to make an emergency appointment to register a death and to 
obtain the paperwork to allow a burial to proceed.  

Appendix B includes details on how to contact the Registrar, including 
emergency contact details where available, covering those London 
areas which have significant Muslim communities.

13. What happens at the registrar’s office
When you go to the Registrar, you should take all of the following:

The Medical Certificate of the cause of the death given by the doctor 
or the Pink Form (Form 100) given to you by the Coroner. 

If available (but don’t worry if not), also take the person’s:

birth certificate
Council Tax bill
driving licence
marriage or civil partnership certificate
NHS medical card
passport
proof of address (e.g. utility bill)
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13. What happens at the registrar’s office 
(cont’d) 

You’ll need to tell the Registrar:

the person’s full name at the time of death
any names previously used, e.g. maiden name
the person’s date and place of birth
their last address
their occupation
the full name, date of birth and occupation of a surviving or late 
spouse or civil partner
whether they were getting a State Pension or any other benefits

You should also take supporting documents that show your name and 
address (e.g. a utility bill) but you can still register a death without 
them.

The Registrar who registers the death will give you the Certificate for 
Burial (known as the Green Form), unless the Coroner has already given 
you an Order for Burial (Form 101). For a stillbirth, you will instead be 
given a Certificate of Registration of Stillbirth.

No burial can take place at the cemetery without presenting one of 
these forms to cemetery staff.

The Death Certificate is obtained at the same time as the death is 
registered.

Note: A Death Certificate will not be issued during the out-of-hours 
service. Only the Green Form will be issued. You will need to register 
the death and obtain a death certificate within 5 days of the death.
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14. Funeral arrangements
As soon as you have the right documents for burial, or are sure of 
getting the documents by a particular time, you must plan the funeral.

You must have a Certificate for Burial (known as the Green Form) or 
Order for Burial (form 101) that a Coroner has issued otherwise a burial 
cannot take place.  The process for obtaining these documents is 
explained above.

There are five main points for the preparation of a Muslim's body for 
burial as listed below:

Body Washing (Ghusl).
Shrouding the body (Kafn).
Funeral Prayers (Janãzah Salãh).
Funeral procession (carrying the funeral bier to the grave).
Burial (Tadfĩn).

The practical aspects of arranging a funeral covers:

Making arrangements for Ghusl.
Arranging transport of the body (from wherever it is being kept to the 
place where Ghusl is to take place; to the home of the family if 
required; to the Mosque if Janãzah Salãh is to take place there and 
then finally to the cemetery).
Making arrangements with the cemetery.

You can arrange all or any of the above either through your local 
Mosque or through a Muslim funeral director. You can, if you have the 
knowledge, do any or all of the above yourself with help from friends 
and family.

A listing of some of the funeral directors operating in the London area is 
included as an Appendix to this guide.

Also find out if the person who died had already made arrangements 
for burial in a particular cemetery by checking their will and/or looking 
through their documents. 
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15. The religious importance of burying quickly
In accordance with Sharĩ’ah, the burial should not be delayed on any 
account such as the arrival of family members or for any other reason.  

After death, bathing and shrouding should be performed as quickly as 
possible. If it is possible to arrange the burial of the deceased in the 
morning, one should not delay until late afternoon.

Abũ Hurayrah t has narrated that the Prophet s said:

Sometimes, on account of a certain relative being overseas and this 
person’s inability to arrive quickly, burial is delayed for up to two or 
even three days. Sharĩ’ah has prohibited such a practice.

16. Method of Janãzah Salãh  (Hanafĩ)
Like other prayers, facing the Qiblah is a necessary condition. The 
Imãm should advise the people to straighten the rows. 

Niyyah (intention): Making intention is necessary for the Janãzah 
Salãh just as it is necessary in other prayers. Before beginning the 
prayer, the intention should be made in the heart that one is 
performing the Janãzah Salãh for Allãh S behind the Imãm.

First Takbĩr (Takbĩr Tahrĩmah): The hands are raised up to shoulder 
level with the fingers stretching to the earlobes and the Imãm says 
“Allãhu Akbar” loudly and the congregation softly. The hands are 
then folded under the navel, right hand over left like all daily Salãh. 
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“Make haste in burying the deceased: because if it is the 
Janãzah of a pious servant, then enjoin this goodness with its 
station quickly; and if it is the Janãzah of an evil person then 

quickly dispose of such a load from your shoulders.” 
(Sahĩh alBukhãrĩ 1315, Sahĩh Muslim 944)

a)

b)

c)
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Sũrah alFãtihah or Thanã: After the Imãm has initiated the Salãh, the 
person should recite either Sũrah alFãtihah or Thanã softly:

Second Takbĩr: The Imãm will say the second Takbĩr and the 
congregation should follow. One should not raise the hands. 

After the second Takbĩr the person performing the Janãzah Salãh 
should recite Durũd softly. It is preferable to read the Durũd Ibrãhĩm, 
which is recited in Tashahhud.

Third Takbĩr: The Imãm will say the third Takbĩr and the congregation 
should follow. One should not raise the hands. The congregation 
should then recite the appropriate Du’ã. 
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Translation: 

Glory be to You O Allãh S, praise be to You, blessed is Your name, and 
exalted is Your Majesty, and there is none to be served besides You.

d)

e)

f )

Translation: 

O Allãh S! Shower Your mercy upon Muhammad s and the followers of 
Muhammad s as You showered Your mercy upon Ibrãhĩm u and the 
followers of Ibrãhĩm u. Indeed, You are Praiseworthy, Glorious. O Allãh S! 

Shower Your blessings upon Muhammad s, and the followers of 
Muhammad s as You showered Your blessings upon Ibrãhĩm u and the 

followers of Ibrãhĩm u. Indeed, You are Praiseworthy, Glorious. 

ٍد كََ� َصلَّْيَت ٍد َوَعَىل آِل ُمَحمَّ اللَُّهمَّ َصلِّ َعَىل ُمَحمَّ

.َعَىل إِبَْراِهيَم َوَعَىل آِل إِبَْراِهيَم إِنََّك َحِميٌد َمِجيٌد 

ٍد كََ� بَاَركَْت ٍد َوَعَىل آِل ُمَحمَّ اللَُّهمَّ بَارِْك َعَىل ُمَحمَّ

َعَىل إِبَْراِهيَم َوَعَىل آِل إِبَْراِهيَم إِنََّك َحِميٌد َمِجيٌد 

ُسْبَحانََك اللَُّهمَّ َو ِبَحْمِدَك َوتََبارََك اْسُمَك

َك َوالَ إِلََه َغْ�َُك  َوتََعاَىل َجدُّ
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Du’ã of Janãzah (for an adult male or female) 

                   Du’ã for boy:

There are also other Du’ãs which are narrated from the Prophet 
Muhammad s and they can be found in the various books of Ahãdĩth. 
Any of them can be read.

Translation: 

O Allãh S! Make him/her (this child) a source for our salvation and 
make him/her a source of reward and treasure for us and make 

him/her an intercessor for us and one whose intercession is accepted.

Translation: 

O Allãh S! Forgive those of us that are alive and those of us that are 
dead; those of us that are present and those of us who are absent; 

those of us who are young and those of us who are adults; our males 
and our females. O Allãh S! Whomsoever You keep alive, let him live 
as a follower of Islãm and whomsoever You cause to die, let him die 

a Believer. O Allãh S! Do not deprive us of his reward and do not 
allow us to go astray after him.

Du’ã for girl:

 اللَُّهمَّ اْجَعلُْه لََنا َفرَطًا َواْجَعلُْه

 لََنا أَْجًرا َوُذْخًرا

ًعا َواْجَعلُْه لََنا َشاِفًعا َوُمَشفَّ

 اللَُّهمَّ اْجَعلَْها لََنا َفرَطًا َواْجَعلَْها

 لََنا أَْجًرا َوُذْخًرا

َعًة َواْجَعلَْها لََنا َشاِفَعًة َوُمَشفَّ

اللَُّهمَّ اْغِفْر لَِحيَِّنا َوَميِِّتَنا، َوَشاِهِدنَا َوَغائِِبَنا، َوَصِغ�ِنَا

َوكَِب�ِنَا، َوَذكَرِنَا َوأُنَْثانَا، اللَُّهمَّ َمْن أَْحَيْيَتُه ِمنَّا َفأَْحِيِه 

َعَىل اإلِْسالِم، َوَمْن تََوفَّْيَتُه ِمنَّا َفَتَوفَُّه َعَىل اِإل�َاِن

اللَُّهمَّ َال تَْحرِْمَنا أَْجرَُه، َوَال تُِضلََّنا بَْعَدُه

،
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17. Visiting the cemetery 
Abũ Hurayrah t narrates that the Prophet s has mentioned:

What to read when entering the cemetery

The Prophet Muhammad s taught these words as salutation to the 
people of the graves and a prayer for their forgiveness:

18 How the Janãzah should be carried
If the deceased is an adult, it should be put on a stretcher or coffin 
and carried on the shoulders by four men. It is disliked transporting 
the deceased by hearse over short distances unnecessarily.
If the deceased is an infant or small child, it should be carried in the 
arms individually by different persons.

“Visit the graves for they will remind you of the hereafter.” 
(Ibn Mãjah 1596, Nasaĩ 2034)

Translation: 

Peace be upon you oh dwellers of the graves, among the 
believers, and Muslims, and we shall be joining (you) Allãh S 

willing. I seek well-being from Allãh S for you and us.
(Sahĩh Muslim 975)

�يَاِر ِمَن الُْمْؤِمِنَ� َوالُْمْسلِِمَ الُم َعلَْيكُْم أَْهَل الدِّ السَّ

َوإِنَّا إِْن َشاَء اللُه لـََالِحُقوَن

أَْسأَُل اللَه لََنا َولَكُُم الَْعاِفَيَة
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All those who lift or carry the deceased should recite:

Those accompanying the funeral procession should not sit before it 
is lowered to the ground. The sick and weak are excused.
It is from the Sunnah to carry the deceased hastily, but not in a 
manner that the body is jolted or shaken about.
It is desirable to follow the funeral procession, and not to go ahead 
of it.
It is disliked for those accompanying the funeral procession to recite 
any Du’ã or verse of the Noble Qur’ãn aloud.  
One should abstain from speaking of worldly affairs or laughing and 
joking.

19 The Shar’ĩ method of Dafn (burial)
After the Janãzah Salãh is performed the deceased should be buried 
as soon as possible.
Whilst the funeral bier (stretcher or coffin) is being carried to the 
grave, all those in attendance should observe silence.       
Recitation of the Qur’ãn/Dhikr should not be made loudly. (Baihaqĩ 7433)
One should not follow the funeral bier with Bakhũr.
If possible, one should carry the deceased.
If the deceased is a female, it is desirable that close relatives assist in 
lowering the body into the grave.
After placing the body into the grave it is from the Sunnah to turn it 
onto its right side to face the Qiblah.
The strips of cloth tied at the head, chest and leg sides should now 
be untied.
The body of the deceased should then be covered with timber.

Translation: 

In the name of Allãh S, the most Beneficent, and most Merciful.
(Sahĩh Muslim 975)

 ِبْسِم ٱللِّٰه ٱلرَّْحٰمِن ٱلرَِّحيِم

What to do When Someone Dies



24

Abdullãh ibn Mas’ũd t is reported to have said: 

20 At the time of burial
At the time of burial, when lowering the body into the grave, this Du’ã 
should be recited:

One should scatter three handfuls of earth from the side of the 
deceased’s head. 

Abũ Hurayrah t reported:

Whoever follows a funeral (procession), let him carry all (four) 
corners of it (in turn), for that is Sunnah. Then if he wishes, let him 
voluntarily carry it, and if he wishes let him leave it (to someone else).

(Ibn Mãjah 1478)

Translation: 

In the name of Allãh S, with the help of Allãh S, and on the 
religion of the Messenger s.

(Jãmi’ alTirmidhĩ 1046)

The Messenger of Allãh s offered the funeral prayer, then he 
came to the grave of the deceased and scattered three handfuls 

of earth from the side of (the deceased’s) head.
(Ibn Mãjah 1565)

ِبْسِم اللَِّه َوِباللَِّه َوَعَىل ِملَِّة َرُسوِل اللَِّه
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Although not Sunnah, some scholars have deemed it Mustahab 
(preferable) to read the following verse when scattering the three 
handfuls of earth into the grave: 

One should make Du’ã to Allãh S that He grants the deceased 
steadfastness in answering the questions of the grave. 

Regarding this, Uthmãn ibn 'A�ãn t is reported to have said:

First handful:

Translation: 
From it (the earth) We created you,

Second handful:

Translation
and into it We will return you,

Third handful:

Translation
and from it We will extract you another time. 

(Sũrah Tãhã, Verse 55)

25

 

When the Prophet s had finished burying a deceased person, 
he would stand over him and say: “Pray for forgiveness for your 

brother, and ask that he be made steadfast, 
for he is being questioned now.

(Abũ Dãwũd 3221)

ِمنَها َخلَقٰنكُم

َوِفيَها نُِعيُدكُْم

َوِمْنَها نُْخرُِجكُْم تَاَرًة أُْخَرى
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One should mention the good acts and deeds of the deceased and 
abstain from the ill ones. 

‘Ãishah z narrates that the Messenger of Allãh s said,

As a general rule, one should endeavour to enact the Sunnah of the 
Prophet s and abstain from all other actions. By doing so, not only will
one be rewarded for the Sunnah itself but the benefits for both the 
deceased and the visitor will be attained. 

21 Prayers (Du’ãs) at the graveside
It is from the Sunnah to supplicate to Allãh S when attending a funeral. 

It is also from the Sunnah for one to stand and raise one’s hands when 
supplicating to Allãh S.

‘Ãishah z narrated:  

Do not abuse (speak ill of) the dead, because they have attained 
that which they had forwarded, (i.e., their deeds, good or bad).

(Sahĩh alBukhãrĩ 6516)

The Messenger of Allãh s went out one night, so I sent Barĩrah to 
follow him and see where he went. She said, “He went towards Baqĩ’ 

alGharqad (the cemetery in alMadĩnah alMunawwarah),
and he stood at the bottom of alBaqĩ’ and raised his hands,

then he went away.” Barĩrah came back to me and told me, and 
when morning came I asked him about it. I said, “O Messenger of 

Allãh s! Where did you go out to last night?” He said, “I was sent (by 
Allãh S) to the people of alBaqĩ’  to pray for them.”

(Musnad Ahmad 24666)
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As for the prayers that should be made, aside from the supplications for 
forgiveness and steadfastness for the deceased at the time of the 
questioning of the grave, any relevant prayer can be made. It is 
important to note that when praying for the deceased, it is from the 
Sunnah to pray for all those who have passed on; not only for one’s own 
family member/friend etc. 

One can make any or all of the supplications listed below: 

comfort for the deceased in the grave;
patience for the family members left behind;
the mercy of Allãh S in the grave and the hereafter; 
that the book of deeds is given in the right hand on the Day of 
Judgement;
that the reckoning is made easy;
that the deceased in granted entry into Paradise without difficulty;
that the deceased is safeguarded from the Hellfire. 

Finally, it is not proven from any authentic narration of the Prophet of 
Allãh s that he recited any particular chapter of the Noble Qur’ãn by 
the graves. 

However, some scholars are of the opinion that the reward of the 
recitation of the Qur’ãn can be gifted to the deceased and as such, if 
someone wishes to recite a portion of the Qur’ãn for the deceased, it will 
be permissible though not Sunnah. 

To recite fixed verses/chapters every time that one visits the cemetery is 
considered by many scholars to be impermissible. 
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Appendix A
Table explaining Ghusl, Kafn and Janãzah Salãh requirements for 
stillborn babies

Details of stillborn

120 days and under 
(foetus)

120 days and under but 
signs of limb formations 
visible (hands, legs, feet, 
nose, mouth etc.)

From 120 days and up 
to stillbirth

At time of birth should 
only the head emerge, 
and signs of life were 
noticeable before death

At time of birth if more 
than half the body 
emerges and the child 
lives before dying *

* Half the body implies emergence of the top torso up to the chest if 
a head first delivery and up to the naval if feet first delivery.

Ghusl

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Kafn

No, wrap in a 
piece of cloth

No, wrap in a 
piece of cloth

No, wrap in a 
piece of cloth

No, wrap in a 
piece of cloth

Yes

Name

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Janãzah 
Salãh

No

No

No

No

Yes
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Appendix B
Registrar of deaths

(The death must be registered with the Registrar Office in the Borough 
where the death occurred)

London Borough of Redbridge
Redbridge Town Hall, 128-142 High Rd, Ilford IG1 1DD.

Monday to Friday:  9:30am to 4:00pm - 020 8708 7123

Saturday:  9:00am to 10:30am. Telephone for appointment;
open possibly until 11.30am - 020 8708 7123

Sunday + Bank Holidays:  9:00am to 10:00am by appointment only
Telephone at 9.00am 020 8554 5000

Good Friday & Christmas Day: No service but try 'out-of-hours' 
services

London Borough of Barking & Dagenham
Woodlands House Register Office, Woodlands House, 
Rainham Road North, Dagenham RM10 7ER

Monday to Friday: 9:30am to 4:00pm -  020 8270 4744

Saturday & Sunday:  9:00am to 10:00am.  By appointment only.  
Emergency 020 8215 3000

Good Friday & Xmas Day: No service but try Emergency Number

Barking & Dagenham Council
Emergency out-of-hours

 

020 8592 4500
020 8594 8356
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Appendix B
Registrar of deaths (cont’d)

London Borough of Newham
Newham Town Hall, 328 Barking Rd, London E6 2RP, UK

Monday to Friday: 9:00am to 4:00pm - 020 8430 2000
Weekends and public holidays: Open a.m. only, by appointment.  
Arrange via hospital or Telephone at 9.00am - 07801 244 805.  

Newham Council

London Borough of Waltham Forest
Waltham Forest Register Office The Old Vicarage
106 Grove Road, Walthamstow, London, E17 9BY

Monday to Friday: 9:00am to 4:00pm - 020 8496 3000
Saturday & Sunday: by appointment only, 
10:00am to 12:00pm – 020 8496 2716
Good Friday & Christmas Day:

Waltham Forest Council

London Borough of Tower Hamlets
Tower Hamlets Register Office
Bromley Public Hall, Bow Road, London, E3 3AA

Monday to Friday: 9:00am to 4:30pm - 020 7364 7883
Saturday & Sunday: 9:00am to 11:30am - 020 7364 7883
Good Friday & Christmas Day: 
No service but try 'on call service' - 07946 390 834

Tower Hamlets Council
 

 

020 8430 2000

020 8496 3000

020 7364 5000
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London Borough of Hackney
Hackney Town Hall, Mare Street, Hackney E8 1EA
020 8356 3493
020 8356 3365

Monday to Friday: 9:00am to 5:00pm - 020 8356 3355
Saturdays & Sundays: 9:00am to 11:00am - 020 8356 3355
Good Friday & Christmas Day : No service but try 'on call service'

Hackney Council 

London Borough of Haringey
Haringey Register Office, George Meehan House
294 High Road, Wood Green, N22 8YX              

Monday to Friday: 9:00am to 5:00pm - 020 8489 2605
If you need paperwork to arrange a funeral for religious reasons at 
weekends and Bank Holidays please contact our out of hours line on 
020 8489 0000 who will provide you with contact details for the On 
Call Registrar.

Haringey Council 

London Borough of Havering
Havering Register Office, "Langtons House", 
Billet Lane, Hornchurch, RM11 1XL               

Monday to Friday: 9:00am to 5:00pm - 01708 433 481
Weekends & Holidays: call 01708 433999

Havering Council 

London Borough of Camden
Camden Town Hall
Judd Street, WC1H 9JE

Monday to Friday: 9:00am to 4:30pm - 020 7974 4444
Weekends, Bank Holidays, Good Friday & Christmas Day: On call 
service by appointment - 020 7278 4444

Camden Council  

 

Appendix B
Registrar of deaths (contd)

020 8356 3000

020 8489 0000

01708 434343

020 7278 4444
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Appendix B
Registrar of deaths (contd)

London Borough of Islington 
Islington Register Office (and London City) 
Islington Town Hall, Upper Street, London, N1 2UD

Monday to Friday: 9:30am to 4:00pm - 020 7527 6350

A registrar is available to attend the Town Hall between 9.30am and 
12.30pm on Saturdays and Sundays, as well as most public holidays. 
The registrar will meet you to provide the green certificate for the 
burial to proceed in straight-forward cases. This does not include 
cases where there is question of cause of death or the potential 
coroner involvement.

To use this out of hours service, please call our contact centre on 020 
7527 2000 and they will connect you to a registrar.

Islington Council 020 7527 2000
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Gardens of Peace Funeral Service
1 Five Oaks Lane, Chigwell, IG7 4QP, 
Office is staffed from Monday - Sunday 8:00am - 5:00pm
Telephone: 0208 502 6000
Out of hours: 07729 707013
Email: info@gardens-of-peace.org.uk

Haji Taslim Funerals 
East London Mosque 
45 Fieldgate Street Whitechapel E1 1JU
Office is staffed Monday - Friday, 9:00am - 5:00pm however contact by 
phone can be made 7 days a week.
Telephone 0207 247 2625
Telephone 0207 247 9583

Edmonton Funeral Service 
20-34 Wakefield Road,
Upper Edmonton, London, N18 2SJ.
Speak to Brother Tariq
Telephone:  0208 807 5151
Mobile: 07958 400 287
E-mail: eicalmasjid@yahoo.co.uk  

Brick Lane Funeral Service
Brick Lane Mosque (Fournier Street Entrance)
59 Brick Lane, London E1 6QL
Telephone: 0207 018 0300
Mobile: 
Alhaj Shawkat Hussain Siddiquey - 07883 300 959
Pervez Qureshi - 07951 227650
Email: bricklanefuneral@gmail.com 

 

Appendix C
Funeral Directors
(Please note that this list isn’t comprehensive. 
Please contact your local mosque for more information)
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Al Birr Islamic Trust (Funeral Services) – 24 Hour Funeral Service
(in affiliation with Greenwich Islamic Centre)
131 Plumstead Road, Plumstead, London, SE18 7DW
Telephone: 0208 854 5175 
Mobile: 07958 386 448
Email: albirrtrust@gmail.com

Anjuman-E-Islamia Jamia Mosque
266-268 High Street North
Manor Park, London E12 6SB
Telephone: 020 8472 5663  
Mobile: 0772 0885110

Hendon Mosque & Islamic Centre
Brentview Road, off West Hendon Broadway, London NW9 7EL
Telephone: 020 8202 3236
Mobile: 
Eqbal Kadri: 07913 477 252
Zahoor Ahmed: 07912 603 156
Naseer Ahmed: 07912 227 195

Waltham Forest Islamic Association- Jamia Masjid Ghosia
439- 451 Lea Bridge Road
Leyton, London E10 7EA
Telephone: 020 8539 4282
Mobile: 07525 640 100
Email: info@wfia.org.uk 

Noor-ul-Islam Mosque and Centre
(Mauritian Islamic Welfare Association)
715 High Road 
Leyton, London E10 5AB
Telephone:  020 8923 7860
Mobile: 0795 1199349
Email: info@noorulislam.org.uk 

 

Appendix C
Funeral Directors (cont’d)
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Tell Us Once is a service that lets you report a death to most govern-
ment organisations in one go.

When you register the death the registrar will:
let you know if the service is available in your area
give you the phone number
give you a unique reference number to use the Tell Us Once service 
online or by phone

Before you use Tell Us Once

You’ll need the following details of the person who died:
date of birth
National Insurance number
driving licence number
vehicle registration number
passport number

You’ll also need:
details of any benefits or entitlements they were getting, for 
example State Pension
details of any local council services they were getting, for example 
Blue Badge
the name and address of their next of kin
the name and address of any surviving spouse or civil partner
the name, address and contact details of the person or company 
dealing with their estate (property, belongings and money), known 
as their ‘executor’ or ‘administrator’
details of any public sector or armed forces pension schemes they 
were getting or paying in to

You need permission from the next of kin, the executor, the adminis-
trator or anyone who was claiming joint benefits or entitlements with 
the person who died, before you give their details.

 

Appendix D
Tell us once
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Organisations Tell Us Once will contact

Tell Us Once will notify:

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) - to deal with personal tax (you 
need to contact HMRC separately for business taxes, like VAT)
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) - to cancel benefits, for 
example Income Support
Passport Office - to cancel a British passport
Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) - to cancel a licence and 
remove the person as the keeper of up to 5 vehicles (contact DVLA 
separately if you keep or sell a vehicle)
the local council - to cancel Housing Benefit, Council Tax Benefit, a 
Blue Badge, inform council housing services and remove the person 
from the electoral register
Veterans UK - to cancel Armed Forces Compensation Scheme 
payments

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) and the Department for Work and 
Pensions (DWP) will contact you about the tax, benefits and entitle-
ments of the person who died.

Tell Us Once will also contact some public sector pension schemes so 
that they cancel future pension payments. They’ll notify:

My Civil Service Pension
NHS Pension Scheme
Armed Forces Pension Scheme
pension schemes for NHS staff, teachers, police and firefighters in 
Scotland
local authority pension schemes, except where Tell Us Once is not 
available

There’s a different process to update property records if the person 
who died owns land or property.

Appendix D
Tell us once (cont’d)
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If Tell Us Once is not available

You’ll have to let the relevant organisations know about the death 
yourself if:

your local register office does not offer the Tell Us Once service
you choose not to use it
the person died abroad in a country where Tell Us Once is not 
available

The Tell Us Once service is not available in Northern Ireland or the 
following local authorities:

Brighton and Hove
East Sussex
Eastbourne
Hastings
Lewes
Liverpool
Manchester
Medway
Rother
Wealden

Banks and other financial organisations

Contact the person’s bank or mortgage, pension or insurance 
providers to close or change the details of their accounts.

 

Appendix D
Tell us once (cont’d)
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The will 

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar t, the eminent Scholar and Companion of the 
Prophet s  narrates that the Messenger of Allãh s said:

It is best to find the will as soon as possible after death because it tells you 
who the executors are (the people who carry out the wishes of the deceased). 

It may also contain information on funeral wishes. The original will be 
often held by the solicitor who made it. You may find a copy with the 
deceased's important papers. 

If you think the person who died made a will, but you cannot find it, check if 
they left it with their bank or at the probate registry. You could also contact 
'Certainty' who operate a voluntary register of wills. It’s also worth contacting 
all solicitors in the area or even placing an ad in the Law Society Gazette.

United Kingdom law states that if a person dies without making a Will, then 
such a person's wealth is distributed in accordance with the laws of Intestacy 
i.e. the law of the land. In such cases, Islãmic law will have no bearing on how 
the deceased’s Estate is distributed. This form of distribution is not in 
accordance with the Words of Allãh S mentioned in the Glorious Qur’ãn.

Islãm has laid down specific rules with regards to inheritance and 
Wills. In Islãm, if no Will is made, the Sharee’ inheritors automatically 
inherit according to the laws of Shariah from the whole of the Estate. If 
one wants to bequest anything to his friends and/or relatives or fulfil 
his religious obligations, then this can be only done if a Will has been 
prepared. However, such a bequest, which is known as ‘wasiyyat’, is 
only applicable provided it is in accordance with the Shariah.

Appendix E
Practical guide

38

“It is not permissible for any Muslim who has something to will 
to stay for two nights without having his will and testament 

written and kept ready with him. ” 
(Bukhãri)
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Arranging & paying for the funeral

Contact a funeral director and give them the Certificate for Burial.

Check whether the person who has died had a pre-paid funeral plan.

Check if you can claim for funeral costs from a  professional body / 
organisation that the person who died was a member of.

Check if you can claim for funeral costs from a pension fund that the 
person who died had.

The deceased's bank will release money on receipt of the funeral bill – 
your solicitor should arrange this. 

If the funeral director requires money up-front. Whoever pays can 
claim repayment from the estate later.

If applicable a claim can be made from the Social Fund. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funeral-payment-claim-form

Support for child funeral costs 
(Children's Funeral Fund for England)

The Children's Funeral Fund for England (CFF) can help to pay for some 
of the costs of a funeral for a child under 18 or a baby stillborn after the 
24th week of pregnancy. 

The CFF will pay all the burial fees but only for some of the funeral 
costs. It is not means-tested: what you earn or how much you have in 
savings will not affect what you get.

The burial must take place in England and only burial authorities can 
make the claims.

Appendix E
Practical guide (cont’d)
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Appendix E
Practical Guide (cont’d)

The administration of the estate – first steps

If the deceased made a will the Executors named will deal with the estate. 

If there’s no will a solicitor can explain the intestacy rules and help 
decide who should apply to be the Administrator. 

Executors and administrators are personally liable for financial errors so 
most appoint a solicitor to take on financial liability and simplify what 
can be a time consuming and technical process.

Consult a prominent Mufti who specializes in Death & Inheritance to 
understand the Islamic concepts of inheritance.

Information to Be Collected:

Remember, some statements and bills may be on-line

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Death Certificate
Marriage Certificate if available
National Insurance Number
NHS Number 
Tax Reference
Bank and Building Society account statements
Insurance Policies
Property Deeds
Credit Card statements
Personal Loan or HP Agreements
Mortgage Information
Recent Tax Return
PAYE P60 and recent pay slips
Business / Partnership Agreements
Business / Partnership Property details
Values for jewellery, paintings or furniture
Unpaid bills
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Appendix E
Practical Guide (cont’d)

People to Be Notified:

See Appendix D – Tell Us Once service, which lets you report a death to 
most government organisations.

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Banks or building societies including any joint accounts
Pensions, share registrars, investment managers, 
National Savings
Her Majesty’s Revenue & Customs (HMRC), Department 
of Work & Pensions (DWP), accountant, financial adviser
Employer - if the deceased was in employment or 
business partners
Landlord - if the person who has died lived in a rented 
property
Passport Office - return the passport so it can be 
cancelled.
Driver & Vehicle Licence Agency (DVLA) - to cancel the 
driving license and amend the logbook of cars.
Car insurance - If anyone is going to drive the 
deceased’s car, check they are still adequately insured.
Utilities etc. (council tax, gas, electricity, water, 
broadband, phone, satellite, TV license). 
Try to read meters as soon as possible. If anyone will 
continue to live in the property request transfer of accounts 
into their name. Remember direct debits to utilities are 
cancelled when the bank hears about the death. 
Carers, milkman, papers, gardeners and cleaners 
should be notified and cancelled if appropriate.
Friends, clubs, subscriptions to magazines, digital 
subscriptions (Facebook, PayPal etc.)
Royal Mail - if the deceased was living alone, arrange 
for post to be redirected to the executor/administrator.
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Appendix E
Practical Guide (cont’d)

What’s Involved in Sorting Out an Estate:

1
2
3

4

5

6
7

8
9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Reading and thoroughly understanding all aspects of the will.
Paying funeral account - arranging funds to be released for this.
Gathering info and papers relating to the estate and working 
through it meticulously to establish the assets and debts.
Contacting house insurance provider to ensure coverage 
continues.
Notifying people: employer, business partners, tax office, 
subscriptions, passport, doctor, etc.
Notifying utility providers to discuss paying bills, final readings etc.
Writing to banks and institutions to obtain valuations of all 
the assets.
Obtaining the tax position and closure procedure for all assets.
Notifying all creditors and getting values for all debts. Posting 
‘Trustee Act notices’ to protect against unknown debts.
Filling in inheritance tax forms, paying inheritance tax and 
getting clearance from HMRC.
Arranging to transfer inheritance tax nil-rate-band (where 
available) to reduce Inheritance tax payable.
Drafting the probate oath and arranging for executors to 
swear the oath.
Contacting pension providers and arranging for pension 
benefits to be paid where appropriate or funeral grants.
Settling all outstanding debts and contacting state pension 
and benefits; settling overpayments and claims.
Finalising the income tax (filing a self-assessment form where 
necessary)
Applying for a tax rebate using Form R27 (available on most 
estates)
Contact employers regarding death in service and any 
outstanding wages.
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Practical Guide (cont’d)

What’s Involved in Sorting Out an Estate (cont’d):

18

19

20
21
22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Property aspects: Arranging 3 valuations, marketing with an 
agent, arranging clearance and family collection keepsakes.
Maintaining the property (winter drain-down and payment of 
service charge etc.)
Encashing assets – filling in claim/encashment forms.
Arranging for sale of shares – dealing with missing certificates.
Complying with all deadlines (re tax, payment of legacies, 
claims against the estate etc.)
Arranging deeds of variation if necessary - to reduce 
inheritance tax.
Paying all legacies, disbursements and expenses and 
double-checking all liabilities are settled.
Drawing up estate accounts– showing all assets, debts, 
expenses, legacies, income and distributions.
Getting approval of estate accounts from all residuary 
beneficiaries and arranging bankruptcy searches.
Paying funds to beneficiaries and issuing them with tax 
certificates to them.
Arranging secure storage of files for future reference and 
returning any personal papers to family.
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On-line accounts and passwords

Make a record of all your utility, banking and other accounts that are 
online. 

Do not write down your passwords and access details but if you are 
happy to trust a family member then let them have the details.

What to do When Someone Dies



Gardens of Peace

020 8502 6000 (office hours)
07729 707 013 (out of hours)
info@gardens-of-peace.org.uk
www.gardens-of-peace.org.uk

Correspondence Address:    

Cemetery Address:    
   

PO Box 2241, Ilford, Essex, 1G1 9UX

57 Elmbridge Road, Hainault, Essex, IG6 3SW
1 Five Oaks Lane, Chigwell, Essex, IG7 4QP
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